Children need to know others — including
important adults in their lives — and to be known.

Here the term ‘know’ is used in the strong
sense, as when we speak of knowing a friend.

Children must be allowed to understand that
the school exists for them; that it is their rightful
place — a place in which they experience adults
who respect and value them as individuals in
everything they are and do.

Children must be made aware that what they
are or do has great importance to the teacher,
and they should experience acceptance and
respect as people in their own right.

A teacher gives each child this feeling of worth
as she listens carefully to what the child says
about his work, his feelings, reason for doing
things.

It shows in the serious respect given to what the
child says, even when the adult thinks the child
is mistaken.

It is seen in truly constructive criticism.

In every situation in life, and at every age,
personal relationships based upon genuine
interest and real respect are of the great
importance to growth.

If teachers and children are to work together at
learning in a truly productive fashion, personal
relationships marked by understanding and
affection are clearly essential.

Where these exist, difficulties of all kinds are
less likely to occur.

But such relationships never simply happen.

They spring from the continually developing
skill of the teacher in responding to each child in
accordance with his or her unique personality.

They demand awareness and hard work.
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